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Cheryl D.S. Walker Joins Midwest BankCentre’s Legal Board of Directors
ST. LOUIS (June 30, 2021) – Cheryl D.S. Walker, interim
president and CEO of Deaconess Foundation and an
experienced attorney, has been elected to the Midwest
BankCentre legal board of directors.
Walker leads the Walker Commercial Law Group LLC,
where she applies 30 years of legal experience to creating
innovative business and legal solutions for clients; structuring
complex commercial transactions; and negotiating commercial
design and construction agreements. In her role with Deaconess Foundation, she leads a
faith-based grantmaking organization supporting child well-being in St. Louis through
philanthropy, advocacy, and organizing for racial equity and public policy change.
Walker possesses notable skills in capacity building, visioning, strategic planning and
executive search leadership through her varied professional and community leadership
roles. She serves as chair of the Missouri Ethics Commission, president of the St. Louis
Regional Health Commission, vice president of the St. Louis Regional Arts Commission,
board member for St. Louis Business Empowerment Center and as a commissioner on the
Tower Grove Park Board. She is an Alexis de Tocqueville cabinet member for the United
Way of Greater St. Louis and a trustee for the Whitaker Foundation, centered on enhancing
the arts and encouraging use of urban parks.
She formerly served on the University of Missouri Board of Curators, which she
chaired in 2008. She co-chaired the Presidential Search Committee that selected Dr. Mun Y.
Choi as the 24th president of the University of Missouri system.

Walker has been recognized among St. Louis’ Most Influential Business Women by
the St. Louis Business Journal and as a Most Inspiring St. Louisan by the NAACP, St. Louis
chapter. She was recognized for impactful leadership by Women of Achievement and
received the Excellence in the Legal Profession award from the National Society of Black
Engineers, St. Louis Chapter.
She earned her bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering at Missouri University of
Science & Technology and her law degree from Washington University in St. Louis.
Midwest BankCentre’s current assets exceed $2 billion and deposits total more than
$1.5 billion. A mainstay of the greater St. Louis community banking scene since 1906, the
bank employs a staff of about 280 working at 18 bank locations in the City of St. Louis, St.
Louis, Jefferson and St. Charles counties in Missouri and St. Clair County in Illinois. It works
to empower people, enable business and energize neighborhoods through the strength of
its financial services, including personalized consumer and business banking, business cash
management, mortgage lending, home equity loans, financial planning and investments,
insurance and digital banking.
The bank is a local leader in the St. Louis Regional Financial Empowerment Coalition
(formerly the St. Louis Regional Unbanked Task Force) and its Bank-On Save-Up St. Louis
initiative. Since 2001, Midwest BankCentre has consecutively achieved the Bauer Financial
5-Star Superior financial rating each quarter. It has been recognized for its success in
bringing mainstream financial services to unbanked and underbanked citizens in the
region and other diversity and inclusion contributions with the 2019 Community
Commitment Award from the American Bankers Association Foundation and the 2018
National Community Bank Service Award from the Independent Community Bankers of
America®.
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