
 
 

 

NACHA Format 

File Requirements (Standard NACHA Format)  
A standard format for an ACH file contains at least 5 lines of data, one of each for each of the following 
record types: 
 

Record Type Record Name Required/Optional Description 
Record Type 1 File Header Record  Required  One per file 
Record Type 5 Company/Batch Header 

Record 
Required  One per batch  

Record Type 6 Detail Record  Required  One per debit or credit 
entry  

Record Type 7 Addenda Record  Optional   
Record Type 8 Batch Control Record  Required  One per batch  
Record Type 9 File Control Record  Required One per file  

 
Entries MUST be in the sequence listed above. (Repeat 5-8 for multiple batches.) 
 The first character of each line identifies the record type code. 
 Each line in an ACH file is exactly 94 characters long. 
 The composition of the 94 characters varies based on the record type code. 
 Individual elements of each record type code must adhere to the NACHA requirements as 

outlined below: 

 

 


